
66

34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–98 Edition)§ 300.621

whichever is greater, for administra-
tive costs related to carrying out sec-
tions 612 and 613 of the Act. However,
this amount cannot be greater than
twenty-five percent of the State’s total
allotment for the fiscal year under part
B of the Act.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411(b), (c))

§ 300.621 Allowable costs.

(a) The SEA may use funds under
§ 300.620 for—

(1) Administration of the State plan
and for planning at the State level, in-
cluding planning, or assisting in the
planning, of programs or projects for
the education of children with disabil-
ities;

(2) Approval, supervision, monitor-
ing, and evaluation of the effectiveness
of local programs and projects for the
education of children with disabilities;

(3) Technical assistance to LEAs with
respect to the requirements of this
part;

(4) Leadership services for the pro-
gram supervision and management of
special education activities for chil-
dren with disabilities; and

(5) Other State leadership activities
and consultative services.

(b) The SEA shall use the remainder
of its funds under § 300.620 in accord-
ance with § 300.370.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411(b), (c))

STATE ADVISORY PANEL

§ 300.650 Establishment.

(a) Each State shall establish, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
§§ 300.650–300.653, a State advisory panel
on the education of children with dis-
abilities.

(b) The advisory panel must be ap-
pointed by the Governor or any other
official authorized under State law to
make those appointments.

(c) If a State has an existing advisory
panel that can perform the functions in
§ 300.652, the State may modify the ex-
isting panel so that it fulfills all of the
requirements of §§ 300.650–300.653, in-
stead of establishing a new advisory
panel.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12))

§ 300.651 Membership.
(a) The membership of the State ad-

visory panel must be composed of per-
sons involved in or concerned with the
education of children with disabilities.
The membership must include at least
one person representative of each of
the following groups—

(1) Individuals with disabilities;
(2) Teachers of children with disabil-

ities;
(3) Parents of children with disabil-

ities;
(4) State and local educational offi-

cials; and
(5) Special education program admin-

istrators.
(b) The State may expand the advi-

sory panel to include additional per-
sons in the groups listed in paragraph
(a) of this section and representatives
of other groups not listed.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12))

NOTE: The membership of the State advi-
sory panel, as listed in paragraphs (a)(1)–(5)
of this section, is required in section
613(a)(12) of the Act. As indicated in para-
graph (b) of this section, the composition of
the panel and the number of members may
be expanded at the discretion of the State. In
adding to the membership, consideration
could be given to having—

(1) An appropriate balance between profes-
sional groups and consumers (i.e., parents,
advocates, and individuals with disabilities);

(2) Broad representation within the con-
sumer-advocate groups, to ensure that the
interests and points of view of various par-
ents, advocates and individuals with disabil-
ities are appropriately represented;

(3) Broad representation within profes-
sional groups (e.g., regular education person-
nel: special educators, including teachers,
teacher trainers, and administrators, who
can properly represent various dimensions in
the education of children with disabilities;
and appropriate related services personnel);
and

(4) Representatives from other State advi-
sory panels (such as vocational education).

If a State elects to maintain a small advi-
sory panel (e.g., 10–15 members), the panel
itself could take steps to ensure that it (1)
consults with and receives inputs from var-
ious consumer and special interest profes-
sional groups, and (2) establishes committees
for particular short-term purposes composed
of representatives from those input groups.

§ 300.652 Advisory panel functions.
The State advisory panel shall—
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(a) Advise the SEA of unmet needs
within the State in the education of
children with disabilities;

(b) Comment publicly on the State
plan and rules or regulations proposed
for issuance by the State regarding the
education of children with disabilities
and the procedures for distribution of
funds under this part; and

(c) Assist the State in developing and
reporting such information and evalua-
tions as may assist the Secretary in
the performance of his responsibilities
under section 618 of the Act.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12))

§ 300.653 Advisory panel procedures.
(a) The advisory panel shall meet as

often as necessary to conduct its busi-
ness.

(b) By July 1 of each year, the advi-
sory panel shall submit an annual re-
port of panel activities and suggestions
to the SEA. This report must be made
available to the public in a manner
consistent with other public reporting
requirements of this part.

(c) Official minutes must be kept on
all panel meetings and shall be made
available to the public on request.

(d) All advisory panel meetings and
agenda items must be publicly an-
nounced prior to the meeting, and
meetings must be open to the public.

(e) Interpreters and other necessary
services must be provided at panel
meetings for panel members or partici-
pants. The State may pay for these
services from funds under § 300.620.

(f) The advisory panel shall serve
without compensation but the State
must reimburse the panel for reason-
able and necessary expenses for attend-
ing meetings and performing duties.
The State may use funds under § 300.620
for this purpose.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(12))

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0030)

[57 FR 44798, Sept. 29, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 13528, Mar. 11, 1993]

STATE COMPLAINT PROCEDURES

§ 300.660 Adoption of State complaint
procedures.

Each SEA shall adopt written proce-
dures for:

(a) Resolving any complaint that
meets the requirements of § 300.662 by—

(1) Providing for the filing of a com-
plaint with the SEA; and

(2) At the SEA’s discretion, providing
for the filing of a complaint with a
public agency and the right to have the
SEA review the public agency’s deci-
sion on the complaint.

(b) Informing parents and other in-
terested individuals about the proce-
dures in §§ 300.660–300.662.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 2831(a))

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0599)

[57 FR 44798, Sept. 29, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 13528, Mar. 11, 1993]

§ 300.661 Minimum State complaint
procedures.

Each SEA shall include the following
in its complaint procedures:

(a) A time limit of 60 calendar days
after a complaint is filed under
§ 300.660(a) to—

(1) Carry out an independent on-site
investigation, if the SEA determines
that such an investigation is nec-
essary;

(2) Give the complainant the oppor-
tunity to submit additional informa-
tion, either orally or in writing, about
the allegations in the complaint;

(3) Review all relevant information
and make an independent determina-
tion as to whether the public agency is
violating a requirement of part B of
the Act or of this part; and

(4) Issue a written decision to the
complainant that addresses each alle-
gation in the complaint and contains—

(i) Findings of fact and conclusions;
and

(ii) The reasons for the SEA’s final
decision.

(b) An extension of the time limit
under paragraph (a) of this section only
if exceptional circumstances exist with
respect to a particular complaint.

(c) Procedures for effective imple-
mentation of the SEA’s final decision,
if needed, including technical assist-
ance activities, negotiations, and cor-
rective actions to achieve compliance.
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